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	Key ideas: Scientific Background

	By the end of Year 4:
	CURRICULUM AREA / TERM
	RESOURCES

	· Pupils understand that burning coal, oil and gas has an impact on the climate and have a basic understanding of the scientific processes involved 

	
	

	· Pupils are familiar with the terms ‘atmosphere’, ‘Climate Change’ and ‘greenhouse gas emissions’

	
	

	· Pupils know that some natural processes like trees growing, healthy soils and oceans take greenhouse gases out of the atmosphere.


	
	


​
	Key ideas: Urgency of Need for Climate Action

	By the end of Year 4:
	CURRICULUM AREA / TERM
	RESOURCES

	· Pupils can explain why many institutions have declared a ‘Climate Emergency’, and what this means (see below re impacts of Climate Change)
	
	

	· Pupils know about some of the impacts that higher temperatures are having on people already.


	
	


	Key ideas: Impacts of Climate Change

	By the end of Year 4:
	CURRICULUM AREA / TERM
	RESOURCES

	· Pupils can identify a range of impacts of past and / or present climate change on plants and animal species, including extinctions, and  on environments locally and across the world


	
	

	· Pupils know about some of the impacts that higher temperatures are having on people already.


	
	


	Key ideas: Responses to Climate Change

	By the end of Year 4:
	CURRICULUM AREA / TERM
	RESOURCES

	· Pupils understand how using less energy can reduce emissions
	
	

	· Pupils understand what renewable energy is and can explain why it is important in reducing greenhouse gas emissions
	
	

	· Pupils understand the importance of trees for the climate and can explain why protecting / replanting forests is important for the climate
	
	

	· Pupils can identify actions that they can take personally to reduce emissions / promote carbon sinks
	
	

	· Pupils can identify actions that can be taken at the level of their school and locality
	
	

	· Pupils understand that leaders of governments make agreements with each other about climate action and can identify some of the content of these agreements
	
	

	· Pupils can name different examples of how a group are taking climate action together and can talk about the outcomes.
	
	


	Key ideas: Consumption and Climate Justice

	By the end of Year 2:
	CURRICULUM AREA / TERM
	RESOURCES

	· Pupils can name some of the things that they and others do that are responsible for climate change 


	
	

	· Pupils begin to explore alternatives to these activities which are less harmful
	
	

	· Pupils understand that you can measure how much impact an activity has and know that different lifestyles have a greater or lesser impact 
	
	

	· Pupils understand that some individuals and countries are more responsible than others for greenhouse gas emissions to date
	
	

	Pupils compare the carbon footprints of people with a different lifestyle to them, including in other countries.
· 
	
	


	Key ideas: Possible Futures

	By the end of Year 4:
	CURRICULUM AREA / TERM
	RESOURCES

	· Pupils can imagine different futures within their own likely lifetimes based on different levels of heating, including optimistic scenarios
· Pupils know that action or lack of it now will have an effect on these different futures.
	
	


	Key ideas: Mindsets and Viewpoints

	By the end of Year 4:
	CURRICULUM AREA / TERM
	RESOURCES

	Pupils have the opportunity to explore viewpoints on the climate crisis, including people of colour and / or people of the Global South expressing their view in their own words.
	
	


	Key ideas: Feelings and Behaviours

	By the end of Year 4:
	CURRICULUM AREA / TERM
	RESOURCES

	· Pupils can talk about their feelings about the earth and the natural world, our changing climate and its impacts. They know that others have a range of different feelings, including anxiety and fear 

· Pupils begin to understand how some people can feel less anxious when they take action with other people
	. 


	


	Skills for a net carbon zero future

	· Food Growing
	· Clothes Repair Skills
	· Cycle Safety
	· Cycle Maintenance
	· Sustainable Cookery
	· Household item repair skills
	· Cutting down food waste


	Introducing key terms

	By the end of Year 2:
	By the end of Year 4:
	By the end of Year 6:
	By the end of Year 9:
	By the end of Year 11:

	· Weather and Climate
	· Climate change

· Atmosphere

· Greenhouse effect

· Greenhouse Gas emissions ./ 

· Carbon emissions

· Carbon dioxide

· Fossil fuels

· Renewable energy
	· Carbon footprint

· Climate emergency

· Tipping points

· Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

· Ecosystems 

· Climate justice 

· Carbon sinks

· Biodiversity

· Permaculture


	· Carbon drawdown

· Carbon capture and storage

· Climate debt / climate reparations

· Climate denial

· Computer model

· Climate feedback

· Mass extinction


	· Confirmation bias

· Peer review

· Geoengineering

· Just transition

· Mitigation

· Adaptation

· Net Zero
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